The relevance of national history is an issue confronting all historians, of whatever national background. To mark the occasion of the 21st
International Congress for Historical Sciences in Amsterdam, this special issue focuses on the relevance of the history of the Netherlands to more general historical debates. In November 2008, the editorial board of the
Bijdragen en Mededelingen betreffende de Geschiedenis der Nederlanden/Low Countries
Historical Review organized a conference on this theme under the aegis of The Royal Netherlands Historical Society (knhg). Leading historians were asked to consider the role of the Netherlands in a number of key problems in world history, from medieval trade to the Holocaust of the twentieth century, relating Dutch experience to broader patterns of European and global history and comparing the work of Dutch scholars to that of historians in other countries. Are there themes within international history, they were asked, that can be illuminated by paying attention to the history of the Netherlands? Thanks to the speakers, the discussants from the Netherlands and from abroad, who also acted as referees for the written versions of the contributions, we were able to put together a fine collection of essays concerning internationally relevant chapters of Dutch history.
In our choice of topics, we tried to include cultural, political, social and economic history, spread evenly over time. However, some of the factors in Dutch history many readers may have expected to be included in this volume are left out: for example, the history of water management and early modern Dutch overseas history. In these two cases, the international relevance of Dutch history is so evident, that it would in a way be carrying coals to Newcastle to stress the importance of these here. As editors of this volume, we intended simply to show that Dutch history is of relevance to international history. 
National and trans-national history
There is one Dutch historian whose name every cultivated European knows:
or at least should know. 1 That man is Johan Huizinga . 
